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Recently, The Clinton Board of Education sought public input regarding the recommendation 

made by the Clinton Community Committee on Facility Needs to close Abraham Pierson 

Elementary School.   

 

The responses that are provided in this document are inclusive of all online submissions (37) as 

well as those that were provided in hard copy to the Central Office (2) for a total of 39. 

 



 
10/23/2018 21:46:00 
Phil Sengle  25 James Vincent Drive Clinton 
"Did you give consideration to moving 8th grade to Morgan?  What were the committee's reasons for not 
doing this?  FYI, the presentation given by the Superintendent was very good.  Thank you." 
 
10/24/2018 17:50:06 
Ashley Schrempp 82 Cow Hill Rd 
I would love to see 4th to Joel and 5th to Elliot. The town might consider offering the current library 
property to the mall to buy and use the funds to renovate peirson into a library and social building 
 
10/24/2018 19:07:50 
Kelly Prevost  116 Glenwood Rd. 
I really hope you decide to keep Pierson school the way it is. One of the things that I really like about our 
town is the way they divided our schools.  What happens if enrollment soars? What do we do then? I 
would rather pay to have our schools stay the way they are and find other avenues to take to save the town 
money.  
 
10/25/2018 15:26:44 
Annmarie Meder "51 James Vincent Dr, Clinton CT " 
I want to thank the committee for their hard work on looking at our facilities and making a 
recommendation that is best for our declining enrollment and fiscally responsible. I personally also am 
happy to have 4th at Joel as the students will have access to YMCA before school care which is 
something Pierson did not offer.  
 
10/25/2018 18:33:18 
Jason Adler  8 Sassafrass Lane 
"I support the recommendation made by the superintendent and her committee to close Pierson, move 4th 
grade to Joel and 5th grade to Elliot." 
 
10/25/2018 18:57:27 
Amity Vece  13 Wildwood Park Rd 
"If 5th grade moves to Eliot, we feel as though the children should still get a proper recess time and hope 
that there will be some playground equipment for them." 
 
10/25/2018 21:06:49 
Jamie Weisse  3 East Shore Drive Clinton Ct 
"I am in favor of the closing of The Abraham Pierson school. Making Joel PreK-4th and making Eliot 
5th-8th grade makes the most sense for our children and the Community. 
 
I would like to thank the committee for thoroughly investigating all options and explaining how and why 
the committee reached this very difficult decision." 
 
10/25/2018 21:15:57 



Marten Brown 11 Egypt Lane  
"Should move 7 & 8 to Morgan. 4th, 5th, and 6th to Eliot.  " 
 
10/25/2018 22:05:00 
Amy Breen  34 James Vincent Drive 
"As a parent of a 4th grader, I am  concerned about the impact of the potential transition on this 4th grade 
class. The 4th graders have just gone through a huge transition in moving from Joel to Pierson. They’ll 
now, by surprise, have to experience a whole new transition to Eliot within the span of one year. That’s a 
lot of change for a 9-year-old. To that end, would the BOE consider delaying this change to the ‘20-‘21 
school year, so that the next incoming Pierson class can be better prepared and equipped for a “double 
transition”?  Just because it’s operationally possible to implement for ‘19-‘20 doesn’t mean it’s in the best 
interest of the most impacted students.  
 
I also think we need more information and guidelines about the degree to which 5th grade would be 
integrated into Eliot...will they participate in sports or social events such as school dances? What 
measures will be taken to keep 5th graders apart from the older students? What can and cannot be 
avoided?  
 
Last, if/when this change happens, I’m strongly in favor of moving the Eliot start time - and the bus 
schedules - to a later time. These kids are awfully young to have to wait for the bus in the dark, which 
happens in the winter under the current arrangement.    
 
Thank you. " 
 
10/25/2018 22:45:39 
Martin Berliner "27 Silver Birch Lane, Clinton" 
"First, I would like to thank the committee and superintendent O'Donnell for their work and the 
comprehensive presentation delivered to the community. As a parent of an Eliot student and a Pierson 
student, these decisions will directly impact both of my children. That being said, based on the data and 
budgetary and enrollment projections, I am fully supportive of the recommendation of the committee to 
relocate grades 4-5 to Joel and Eliot and to close Pierson. 
 
From the presentation, I have some comments and considerations for the board and administration. 
 
* Leverage the knowledge and experiences of current grade 6/7 Eliot students to help shape the new 5th 
grade experience. What did they want in 5th grade that they didn't get at Pierson and did experience at 
Eliot? How could a 5-6 academy be structured? Great opportunity for future leaders! 
* I support a 7/8-grade ""Academy"" that increases honors content in the curriculum with discrete classes 
like a 7th grade pre-algebra, or embedded honors opportunities, to prepare for high-school honors/AP 
classes. 
* I am concerned that the future enrollment declines will erode our opportunity to offer diverse subjects 
(honors/TAG, UA, arts/music) and to offer improved technology across all educational areas. Need data 
to confirm! Is regionalization a solution? Just as critical an issue going forward." 
 



10/25/2018 22:48:28 
Kathleen Brown  5 Nutmeg Dr 
I don't think that 5th graders should be with 8th graders due to maturity levels.  
 
10/26/2018 7:48:04 
Scott Mongillo  129 Glenwood Rd 
"While I understand the teaming model and why it would be good for the middle school I currently work 
in a district that has 5th grade in a teaming model.  I can say that when compared to the programming that 
allows students to remain self contained with their teacher (the district has two programming options) the 
self contained group consistently outperforms the teamed group. 
 
Please reconsider teaming for 5th grade.  The self contained room that has been historically typical of 5th 
graders in Clinton allows teachers to negotiate their limited time better to meet the needs of the learners.  
If a math lesson needs an extra 5 minutes to reach the students then it is available.  If the students 
transition, they will not get to the learning until the next day and so 5 minutes turns into 20.   
 
I understand that teacher who specialize can become experts in a discipline, but the reality is that the 5th 
grade students still need the teaching on ""how to learn"" not just straight curriculum.  
 
Thank you." 
 
10/26/2018 7:54:59 
Georgia Hunter-Witkowski  23 Cedar Island Avenue 
Although we all hate to see Abraham Pearson school clothes because it's a really nice way divide the age 
groups if we had to My suggestion is a kid city like place with maybe a little restaurant on the bottom 
because every time we ever went to kid city we always went to five guys and I think that would be I 
lovely use of that building and memorialize the fact that it was for children.  When my children were 
small we had to drive to either Niantic or kid Middletown or further to find suitable place is for them to 
spend more than an hour to they could just spend lots of time here have lunch go back and I just think we 
could do like a butterfly museum or something wonderful with that building that would really attract 
people to our restaurants specially the new one that's  coming .  I'm sorry for my bad punctuation I 
dictated this. Thank you for considering  
 
10/26/2018 7:59:20 
Georgia Hunter-Witkowski  23 Cedar Island Avenue 
" In addition to my prior suggestion of a kids place there's plenty of room four a butterfly atrium section. 
We could have holiday themes like the botanical gardens.  This would really make Clinton a classy place. 
We would get a lot of traction . Guaranteed! Not even a risk." 
 
10/26/2018 9:20:36 
Willow Hoadley  10G Glenwood Rd 
"I agree with the plan but would like to keep the Pierson Building open and active.  Would it be possible 
to open the school for resident use, similar to the Indian River Complex, where residents could rent the 
larger spaces for parties and such.  Classrooms could be offered on a ""build to suit"" option to rent as 



offices as well.  This would allow a beautiful and historic building to remain as a feature of our wonderful 
town." 
 
10/26/2018 9:44:47 
Rachel Criscuolo  "229 Killingworth Tpke, Clinton Ct06413" 
I personally like how the grades are split up and into schools I think it is better for the kids and I wouldn't 
close the school. It will be a real shame. 
 
10/26/2018 12:28:54 
Nicole LeClaire  27 Pratt Road 
"PK-5 is preferred in my opinion if Pierson has to close. 
 
What are plans to return Pierson to town?  How will space be used or will it remain unoccupied by many 
other building in Clinton to continue to make it look like a town that is dying out? Will it remain dormant 
for many years like Academy in Madison which still is and is struggles to find a use due as there are 
many updates that would be required to get it back up to code standards?" 
 
10/27/2018 17:12:37 
Francis Maurais  6 Twin Oaks Lane 
"I listened to the Clinton Community Committee on 
Facility Needs -Recommendations presentation on the District website.  I commend the committee on 
their thoroughness and on conducting the special meeting for the public, including their 
conclusions/recommendation.  My only question(s) center on the slides Maryann presented  subtitled 
""Closing Pierson Potential Cost Savings"".   
 
Q: I did not understand why Maryann characterized those cost savings as 1-year savings, and not yearly 
savings?  I also wish those numbers had been broken down a little further.  What will make up the 
personnel and benefits savings?  The reduction of Admin assistant positions for Pierson?  Custodial staff?  
Principal? Teachers or paraprofessionals? 
 
I also feel like there is a strong chance that the ""maintenance and utilities"" portion of those savings are 
not likely to be realized, but more likely simply a shifting of those costs from the school to the town 
portion of Clinton's budget." 
 
10/28/2018 19:45:39 
Ellie Sullivan  12 Brush Hill Rd 
"My husband and I both attended Abraham Pierson school as fourth and fifth graders here in Clinton. We 
love the idea that our daughters will someday have the same privilege to be a part of Clinton’s history. 
Pierson school is a wonderful place for seven, eight, and nine-year-olds to be children, act their age, and 
not be influenced by middle school (or elementary school) pressures.  Furthermore, it is a cornerstone of 
Clinton’s educational foundation. We must recognize the past as we move towards the future.   
Programming aside, I feel that the building drives children towards learning and inquiring about the 
nostalgia surrounding our town and shoreline community.  With the high ceilings, multiple floors, and 
central location children are mystified and curious yet thrilled and excited about school!   Additionally, as 



homeowners in Clinton, we absolutely CANNOT have two vacant school properties in town.  Until the 
town develops the old high school property there cannot be a vacant Pierson School.  " 
 
10/28/2018 19:46:07 
Ellie Sullivan  12 Brush Hill Rd 
"My husband and I both attended Abraham Pierson school as fourth and fifth graders here in Clinton. We 
love the idea that our daughters will someday have the same privilege to be a part of Clinton’s history. 
Pierson school is a wonderful place for seven, eight, and nine-year-olds to be children, act their age, and 
not be influenced by middle school (or elementary school) pressures.  Furthermore, it is a cornerstone of 
Clinton’s educational foundation. We must recognize the past as we move towards the future.   
Programming aside, I feel that the building drives children towards learning and inquiring about the 
nostalgia surrounding our town and shoreline community.  With the high ceilings, multiple floors, and 
central location children are mystified and curious yet thrilled and excited about school!   Additionally, as 
homeowners in Clinton, we absolutely CANNOT have two vacant school properties in town.  Until the 
town develops the old high school property there cannot be a vacant Pierson School.  " 
 
10/28/2018 20:11:51 
William Rufleth  "83 Beach Park Road, Clinton" 
I attended Abraham Pierson School in the 1950s and my children also attended Pierson. I have 
grandchildren who are now coming up through the Clinton Public School system and I hope they will also 
have the opportunity to attend this venerable Clinton institution.  I served as a substitute teacher there 
about ten years ago and it was in great shape at that point. I understand that there are now plans to close it. 
Please think this through carefully. We have an empty high school here because the “deal” fell through. 
There has to be a plan in place to use this building properly - it is unacceptable to tear it down or abandon 
it. The building is ideally located downtown and cannot be duplicated. I assure you that their physical 
surroundings impact our students’ learning experience and you are not able to provide an experience 
similar to attendance at Pierson to our children.  Please keep this school open. It is a gem and an integral 
part of our downtown area. Thanks for your consideration.  
 
10/29/2018 6:26:40 
Aimee Beck  "109 Beach Park RD Clinton, CT 06413" 
"I believe it would be detrimental to both our students and our town to close Pierson School. As far as our 
students, my daughter is attending Pierson now. She is in 4th grade. My older daughter graduated from 
Pierson last year. My older daughter has special needs and having had a smaller class size (less than 20 
kids), going to Pierson as a ""transitional school"" into Middle school, well prepared her for Elliot. As a 
result, she is very successful mainstreamed there. I want my younger daughter to have this same valued 
experience. She and her classmates need to be fully prepared for entering Elliot in 6 th grade not 5th! 
Entering Elliott next year will negatively affect her academic performance since she will not be prepared 
for this HUGE transition into Middle School!  
As for financially hurting the town, Pierson will then become an empty building,  just like the old Morgan 
High School, and maintaining this building unoccupied will ultimately cost the town more money. Not to 
mention, shutting down Pierson will cause job lay offs which isn't what our town or country stands for. 
We should be creating jobs NOT eliminating them!  



I am not saying that at ""some point"" shutting down pierson ""may"" be necessary, however, this Can't 
be a ""Rash"" decision nor can it happen as quickly as NEXT YEAR without giving our students and staff 
adequate time to prepare for this HUGE transition." 
 
10/29/2018 16:48:22 
Dicie Mueller 8 Uncas Rd 
"I have experienced the closure of school buildings in my previous town, some outcomes were beneficial 
to the town and it’s children and others without merit.  Thoughtful considerations should be made if 
Clinton seems set to change the current class configuration.   Extendive review of multiple studies should 
be made regarding appropriate child class readiness for any middle school environment.    
 
Clinton should also consider the negative impact of another city building left unused; and especially on 
Main Street.   
 
I also suggest that Clinton citizens have imput again after specific options are brought forward.   
 
 
10/30/2018 10:40:08 
Karin Gosselink  152 Glenwood Rd. 
"I fully support the closing of Pierson and creating pk-4 at Joel and 5-8 at Eliot. I hope school leaders will 
take advantage of this opportunity to help bring more rigor to the whole curriculum (especially at Eliot) 
and support for TAG and academically advanced students. Require new 2-person 5-6 gr. teacher teams to 
include ""honors options"" that any student can opt into built into the curriculum (rather than created on 
the fly) and that could be a future model for Joel classes. Create honors classes in math and language arts 
at the 7-8 gr. level; without these advanced classes, students are not prepared for honors/AP in high 
school and are missing out on college opportunities and merit scholarships because of low AP/SAT/ACT 
scores. Make sure 4th graders still have access to extracurricular/enrichment activities that were a crucial 
part of the Pierson experience (and maybe include 3rd graders?). Fund a full or part-time TAG 
coordinator out of cost savings, as these issues were highlighted as a priority for nearly 1/3 of parents in 
last year's district parent survey. We have a moral obligation to support TAG students as well as provide 
opportunities for upward mobility through education for all students. Improving the rigor of our schools 
benefits children and the entire community, as a suburb like Clinton is mostly judged by potential 
residents for the quality of its schools." 
 
10/30/2018 12:22:17 
Amy Gregory  2 Oleander Drive 
"Hello, I am a parent of 2 Clinton students (one currently at Morgan and one at Eliot) that have been 
identified as Talented and Gifted.  I am (and have been for years) interested in having a TAG district 
coordinator.  I would love for there to be  many opportunities within and outside the classroom for our 
TAG students.  It would be great to educate the teachers further on how to handle TAG kids in their 
classrooms.   
If we could utilize some of the money that is saved from closing Pierson towards various TAG initiatives 
that would be outstanding.  I understand in a recent survey that nearly 30% of Clinton parents said that 
TAG was one of their top 5 improvement priorities of things they wanted to see changed in our schools.   



My son who is at Eliot was so excited about the LEAP program starting.  He was thrilled to be challenged 
in this way.  I know all of our kids are looking for more.  We spend a lot of time, money and resources 
helping those at the bottom, (which is wonderful and is something we should always do), but how about 
dedicating just a little bit of time and resources to those at the very top?  I hope you will consider setting 
aside a portion of the money saved from closing Pierson for this worthwhile effort.  Thank you so much." 
 
10/30/2018 14:37:24 
Heather Moore  7 Hide A Way 
"I hate it, but I support the closing of Pierson and moving 4 to Joel & 5 to Pierson.   
Something I'd like you to keep in mind as you close Pierson, reconfigure how Joel/Eliot work, and have 
extra $ to utilize, is the Talented and Gifted (TAG).   
It is mandated by CT law that we identify these students, but not that we provide them services.  I believe 
there is a MORAL obligation. 
 I request:  A full time District Wide TAG coordinator; TAG prof. dev. for any teacher that has a TAG 
student; Group TAG students together in groups of 4+; Make TAG a line item in the Ed Budget; More 
ideas similar to the Eliot LEAP club; Streamline the nomination and ID process; More resources to help 
teachers differentiate, and accountability that all teachers provide it; and provide a PPT each year that is 
specific to each TAG child. 
I would like to remind you that your own Stakeholder Survey from last Feb stated that 29% of parents 
said TAG programming was one of the 5 most important improvement priorities for our schools, and 24% 
of teachers. 
It is a matter of time before CT mandates we have a program.  Similar to how we are being proactive 
about closing Pierson on our own terms and in a thoughtful and controlled way before it is forced upon 
us, I feel we should develop a TAG program before it is forced upon us by the state with no funding. 
Please read through your own Strategic Priorities while thinking about TAG students and see if you truly 
are providing these priorities “FOR ALL STUDENTS”. 
" 
 
10/30/2018 19:43:57 
Kevin Colebank  "8 Fernwood Lane, Clinton, CT" 
"While it is unfortunate that declining enrollment dictates the closure of a school facility, I fully support 
the recommendations of the Clinton Community Committee on Facility Needs. Of the three options 
explored, the ongoing costs associated with staying status quo quickly lead to the dismissal of that option. 
Of the two remaining options, I believe the recommendation to split the Pierson students between the Joel 
School (pk-4) and the Eliot Middle School (5-8) is the clear choice for these top 3 reasons: 
 
1. Cost. If both 4th and 5th graders were to transfer to Joel, the district offices would require 
relocation and renovation. The recommended proposal eliminates this significant cost. We have enough 
trouble getting our education and town budgets passed without adding avoidable expenses. 
2. 5th grade joining the middle school vs the elementary school will provide the 5th graders with 
experience to propel them forward on their education journey. Experts have aligned on this topic and our 
neighboring towns have implemented similar plans years ago. From personal experience and having two 
teenagers that have gone through Joel, Pierson and Eliot, keeping them with the elementary school at 
grade 5 would have arrested their academic and social development. 



3. Future capacity. Enrollments will change in the future. A proper plan will allow for some 
capacity flexibility at all facilities to avoid future transitions, disruption to our students and faculty, and 
additional costs. 
 
" 
 
10/30/2018 21:20:34 
Laura Colebank  "8 Fernwood Lane, Clinton CT" 
"I support BOE proposal option B:Pk-4 Joel & 5-8 Eliot. 
Given the $475k savings, lower future operation costs, and restructuring of school facilities/programming, 
it's the ideal time to add a TAG coordinator 
to provide district wide direction, curriculum, pd development and resources for teachers to differentiate 
during the school day. Currently TAG students and other high achievers are not being challenged enough 
or well prepared to maximize higher education opportunities. To quote a TAG Coordinator in another 
district, our TAG kids are ""waiting"" to be engaged (especially before HS honors, AP). We need to be 
competitive with surrounding districts, most of which have TAG programs and budget line item. A TAG 
program will attract more families to Clinton. 
The 2018 BOE survey supports TAG need:  29.34% of parents & 24.12% of teachers responded a TAG 
Program was one of their top 5 most important improvement priorities they recommend. 
The 2017 3-year Strategic Priorities also demonstrates need for more TAG programs: “ensure academic 
achievement and learning for ALL students, provide and maintain district resources that supports the 
learning and development of ALL students; foster the health of well-being for ALL (TAG students often 
have different social and emotional needs); PERSONALIZED learning, develop ENGAGED learners”.   
All identified students, whether Special Ed or TAG, should receive individualized plans (similar to PPT) 
to show progress and provide accountability PK-12. 
 
 
10/30/2018 21:58:27 
Nancy Darr  18 Park Drive 
"While I understand and appreciate the big picture reasoning as to why the committee is recommending 
Pierson be closed at the end of this year, I am concerned about the emotional impact on the kids with this 
type of change. The Pierson community has provided a safe scaffolding for emotional development and 
confidence building needed for a successful middle school transition. What considerations are being given 
to account for this type of transition need for our 4th/ 5th grade students if the Pierson community no 
longer exists? " 
 
10/30/2018 22:08:41 
Amy Maklari  6 Jane’s Lane 
"Please consider a looping program for 5/6 at Eliot. I believe & there is research to show the positive 
benefits for all students in terms of emotional, social & adacenic achievements. Thank you. " 
 
10/30/2018 22:31:12 
David Landino & Susan Parlato-Landino  "1 Hunters Ridge, Clinton, CT" 



"We are writing as parents of 2 students in the Clinton school system, 1 designated Talented and Gifted.  
This is the perfect time to be proactive and forward-thinking in our approach to our Talented and Gifted 
Program instead of reactive.   Under current CT regulations, public school districts are required to identify 
gifted and talented students, but not mandated to provide services.  The State of CT has shown by passing 
Public Act 17-82 (7/2017) that services for Gifted and Talented Students are a priority.    It is only a 
matter of time before a companion act is passed that requires school systems to provide services, not just 
identification.  Let Clinton be a leader and put our TAG Program in place before the State mandates it.  
We are requesting a full-time district-wide TAG coordinator who can facilitate the identification process, 
create a comprehensive TAG program, coordinate professional development for teachers with TAG 
students, and provide support to TAG students.  Clinton Public Schools Strategic Priority #1 – “Provide 
personalized learning opportunities to develop engaged and reflective learners who can apply their 
learning” can only be achieved for our TAG students through a comprehensive program. We would love 
to see more opportunities for those identified in music & art.  These programs should be offered during 
the school day and not after school.  As parents of a musically gifted student, we pay for additional 
programs to foster that giftedness. Thank you." 
 
10/30/2018 22:40:44 
Katherine E. Bruch McCollom  "15 Knollwood Drive, Clinton, CT" 
"“The mind is not a vessel to be filled, but a fire to be kindled,” Plutarch. I remember the moment my fire 
was kindled- in the halls of Pierson School. As a lifelong resident of Clinton, a graduate of the Clinton 
School system, and now an educator, I feel I have unique insight on the Abraham Pierson School. One 
thing that amazes me about our town was the foresight of those individuals who decided to put the 4th 
and 5th grade in a separate building. This is a pivotal and delicate age.  While critics would contend that 
there are districts that bring many grades together, I know first hand the difference between 5th and 6th 
graders. I have taught fifth grade for over a decade and am now serving as a sixth grade teacher. These 
preteens are no longer the youngest of our system, but they are also not ready to be considered middle 
schoolers. Pierson allows students to gain independence and leadership in a small close-knit community 
that is paramount for this age. The small structure allows students to flourish and grow without the 
pressure or influence of older students. I am incredibly concerned about the logistics of bringing students 
into Eliot Middle School. The repercussions of having 5th graders on the busses with 8th graders are 
alarming.  I am also incredibly disappointed by all that we will lose: proximity to the beach and historical 
buildings for free field trips, a building with historical significance, and a unique grade-level structure!I 
implore you to reconsider!" 
 
10/30/2018 22:57:00 
Katherine McCollom  15 Knollwood Drive 
"I am shocked by the lack of foresight in the closing of the Abraham Pierson School. What is the closing 
of this building telling potential citizens and developers.  We are closing a school- a sign that our town 
continues to circle the drain.  We have an aging population and continue to lose young families.  Attrition 
and class sizes continue to shrink.  Do we want this to continue? How do we draw young families to 
town?  By SHOWING that education is a priority. The fiscal responsibility appears clear.  But IS IT? 
Once we close this school, we will not be able to reopen it. Real Estate values are directly linked to 
education- a proven fact! We will continue to lose families. If we wish to strengthen our community and 
build our town, it is time for us to take a stand and SHOW that education is our first priority. In the short 



term, we may need to think creatively about financing, but long term, we can grow our town, our tax base, 
and use the Abraham Pierson School as the treasure it is!  Highlight this school as a selling point to our 
school system and our town.  Draw in new families and show developers that we are a growing 
community and a shoreline community with the foresight to INVEST in the next generation.  I am one of 
the Abraham Pierson graduates who has chosen to raise a family here and I hope that my three boys will 
also be able to benefit from it!" 
 
10/31/2018 0:01:05 
Karen Gardner  "24 Vienna Lane, Clinton CT" 
"With the closing of Pierson and saving of $457,000 this is the perfect time to fund for a TAG 
Coordinator and increased professional development for our teachers.  As it has been emphasized by the 
Board of Ed, one of its goals is to provide and maintain district resources in a manner that supports the 
learning and development of ALL students. If the goal of the Board is to develop a school community that 
focuses on providing supports that foster the health and well-being of students then this should include 
more support for TAG students as they often times suffer from anxiety and depression.  TAG students 
benefit from personalized learning by giving them the opportunity to become engaged and reflective 
learners who can apply their learning inside and outside of the classroom.  In addition, being with like-
minded peers in supportive peer and teacher environments is vital in the future success of our TAG 
students.  
The same way the board is being proactive and forward thinking in closing Pierson, our board of 
education should be using this same mindset to build a TAG program now that ensures academic 
achievement and learning for all students in all disciplines. My ask is that we shift our mindset to the idea 
that every child deserves to be challenged. We can’t continue to focus only on the kids who are in need of 
academic assistance, teacher’s should be responsible and given the tools to provide opportunities for the 
above average kids as well. 
" 
 
10/31/2018 0:01:06 
Tammy Lucas  10 Kings Grant Road 
Please keep Pierson open. My three kids went there and loved it. All Clinton kids should get that 
opportunity. Clinton does not need another vacant building.  This is important to our town. 
 
10/31/2018 5:19:10 
Mari Lee  58 Founders vlg 
"Please do not close Pierson. The repercussions will far outweigh the benefits. The school is a landmark 
that should be preserved as a school. There is no better sight than seeing school children in our 
downtown, showing potential new residents what a precious community we live in. " 
 
10/31/2018 5:55:38 
Lisa Emack  42 Long Hill Rd 
"I am opposed to Pierson School closing. Our town is fighting for economic growth and with it, new 
families will be drawn to our town. We may not need it the space now, but lets be prepared for the future 
and not have to build another new school or increase our class sizes because we now have to fit these kids 



in. Also, closing Pierson will have an impact on all our sports teams with the loss of another gym for 
practices.  " 
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